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very grateful to initiatives taken by the 
United States administration in terms of debt 
reduction, public aid to development, fight 
against HIV/AIDS, and building schools in 
our country. 

And we talked about the situation on the 
whole continent, the need for democracy and 
stability in Africa, and the urgent need for 
a true rule of law in Zimbabwe. We also 
talked about the need for a political solution 
to the crisis in Darfur, which is weighing very 
heavily in all Africa. 

And again, I congratulate President Bush, 
Congress, and the American people for their 
commitment for Africa. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:18 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. President 
Compaore spoke in French, and his remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. 

Remarks at a White House Tee-Ball 
Game 
July 16, 2008 

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to this 
historic occasion. The commissioner and I— 
that would be Frank Robinson, the Hall of 
Fame—[applause]—welcome you for the 
first all-star game here on the South Lawn 
of the White House. 

We’ve got 50 players from 50 States, plus 
the District of Columbia, who have shown— 
come to show off their great baseball skills. 
And we’re excited you’re here. We welcome 
you; we welcome your families. 

We want to thank Kenny Chesney for 
lending his great talent. We’re proud you’re 
here, Kenny. Thanks for coming. 

I do want to welcome our baseball coaches 
today. We’ve got four fabulous coaches 
who’ve agreed to come: Ryne Sandberg, Hall 
of Famer—he’s kind of pulling for the Cubs 
this year; John Smoltz of the Atlanta Braves. 
Our second game coaches: from the Balti-
more Orioles, Kevin Millar—here he is; and 
finally, two-time all-star, Rick Monday. 
There he is. Hi, Rick. Thanks for coming. 

I do want to welcome our announcers 
today, Mike and Mike. Yes, sir! Mike Golic 
and Mike Greenberg, we’re proud you guys 

are here. We expect them to call a good 
game. 

I do want to say that a member of my Cabi-
net, Carlos Gutierrez, has joined us. Mr. Sec-
retary, thank you for coming. 

And finally, Mr. Commissioner, we are so 
lucky to have Shelby Shayler with us today. 
She will be presenting you and I with the 
first ball, but not quite yet. Before we do, 
we’re going to recite the Little League oath. 

Are the players ready? All right, here we 
go. 

[At this point, the pledge was recited.] 

Play ball! 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:37 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to entertainer Kenny Chesney, who 
sang the national anthem; ESPN radio talk show 
hosts Mike Golic and Mike Greenberg; and Shel-
by Shayler, member, Naval Air Station Little 
League, Norfolk, VA. 

Statement on Senate Passage of 
Legislation To Reauthorize the 
President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief 
July 16, 2008 

I thank the Senate for the strong, bipar-
tisan vote today to pass important, life-saving 
legislation reauthorizing the President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). 
I appreciate the efforts of Majority Leader 
Reid, Senators Biden and Lugar, and all 
other Senators from both sides of the aisle 
who came together today to ensure that 
America’s generosity in battling HIV/AIDS, 
malaria, and other diseases around the globe 
will continue in a manner consistent with the 
program’s successful founding principles. 

When we launched this program in 2003, 
about 50,000 people in sub-Saharan Africa 
were receiving antiretroviral treatment for 
HIV/AIDS. Today, PEPFAR supports life- 
saving antiretroviral treatment for more than 
1.7 million people around the world. 
PEPFAR has also supported treatment and 
prevention programs that have helped HIV- 
positive women give birth to nearly 200,000 
infants who are HIV-free. PEPFAR is the 
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largest international health initiative in his-
tory to fight a single disease. 

Traveling in Africa earlier this year, Laura 
and I had our most recent opportunity to wit-
ness the effectiveness of this program. We 
were honored to see the doctors, nurses, and 
caregivers of all faiths working to save the 
lives of their fellow citizens. And we met the 
patients, including many children, who un-
derstand and appreciate America’s gen-
erosity. 

With passage of today’s bill, we are one 
step closer to ensuring that this excellent pro-
gram continues to help those in need. I en-
courage the full Congress to move quickly 
to send me final legislation that I can sign. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Former Liberian Regime of 
Charles Taylor 
July 16, 2008 

On July 22, 2004, by Executive Order 
13348, I declared a national emergency and 
ordered related measures, including the 
blocking of the property of certain persons 
connected to the former Liberian regime of 
Charles Taylor, pursuant to the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 
1701–1706). I took this action to deal with 
the unusual and extraordinary threat to the 
foreign policy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions and policies of former 
Liberian President Charles Taylor and other 
persons, in particular their unlawful deple-
tion of Liberian resources and their removal 
from Liberia and secreting of Liberian funds 
and property, which have undermined Libe-
ria’s transition to democracy and the orderly 
development of its political, administrative, 
and economic institutions and resources. I 
further noted that the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement signed on August 18, 2003, and 
the related cease-fire had not yet been uni-
versally implemented throughout Liberia, 
and that the illicit trade in round logs and 
timber products was linked to the prolifera-
tion of and trafficking in illegal arms, which 
perpetuated the Liberian conflict and fueled 
and exacerbated other conflicts throughout 
West Africa. 

The actions and policies of Charles Taylor 
and others have left a legacy of destruction 
that continues to undermine Liberia’s trans-
formation and recovery. Because the actions 
and policies of these persons continue to 
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the foreign policy of the United States, the 
national emergency declared on July 22, 
2004, and the measures adopted on that date 
to deal with that emergency, must continue 
in effect beyond July 22, 2008. Therefore, 
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), 
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13348. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
July 16, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:27 a.m., July 17, 2008] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on July 18. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to the 
Former Liberian Regime of Charles 
Taylor 
July 16, 2008 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency and related measures deal-
ing with the former Liberian regime of 
Charles Taylor are to continue in effect be-
yond July 22, 2008. 
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